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VI PREFATORY NOTICE. 

zealously in delivering the breast of the church 
from that incubiis which rested on it, in the fear 
of the doom and perdition of infants. 

The Pastoral Letter contains in itself an ex- 
planation of the reason of its having been written. 
Such as have no experience of the woe of parental 
bereavement, or who are not conversant with this 
particular department of literature, may wonder, 
some of them perhaps mock, at the author's 
representations both of the excellence of his 
deceased child, and the poignancy of his grief 
But he feels no shame in being classed in both 
respects with many of the most learned, pious, 
and strong minded men — ^the experience of a 
number of whom may be seen on referring to 
Mr. Logan's compilation of "Words of Comfort" 
(a book, than want which, many heart-stricken 
families could better afford to want the Pilgiim's 
Progress); and one of the author's reasons for 
having proceeded the length he has done in 
revealing his feelings, is that those to whom he 
ministers in the gospel may, so far as they have 
any regard to his example, feel no restraint, save 
that of the fear of "charging God foolishly," in 
giving their burdened hearts relief by an expres- 
sion of their sorrows and disappointed hopes. 

Uddinoston, Glasgow, 
8th August, 1868. 
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Dear Brethren, 

On not a few mournful occasions 
heretofore, I have been placed in the painful 
position of publicly addressing the Church, 
after visitations of domestic bereavement, to 
which I could not avoid making some refer- 
ence. On aU these occasions my foHitude 
gave way; and I have resolved that I shall 
not again expose myself to the trial. Never- 
theless it would look very ungraciously if I 
seemed to be indifferent to your sympathy, 
when suffering so much. I therefore take 
advantage of the mediation of my colleague, 
Mr. M'Ewan, the well-beloved friend of both 
you and myself, who will read this epistle to 
you. And when next time I appear among 
you, I will studiously avoid making any 
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allusion to my personal and domestic sor- 
rows, by which any emotional scenes might 
be produced, painful both to myself and you. 
First of all, then, brethren, let me assure 
you, that a letter of condolence sent me by 
the Session has contributed as much as any- 
thing of the kind can do, to the soothing of 
our grief; not only because it expresses the 
feelings of the members of the Session per- 
sonally, but because we are persuaded that 
in nothing can they be more properly under- 
stood as representing the whole of the 
Church. Brethren, we take it kindly and 
thankfully, and calculate on the continuance 
of your sympathy; for our aflBUlction will be 
of life-long duration. It is true that in such 
a case human sympathy is comparatively of 
little more avail than that cooling and moist- 
ening of the parched lips with a feather, in 
which we have recently had such mournful 
practice. But even the anointing of a feather 
is precious in such an exigence, and we 
appreciate the refreshment. 

There is much more, brethren, however, 
to which you are entitled, than the assurance 
that we value your sympathy. If my pas- 
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any feeling of making a humble confession, 
as if I were not following my own pre- 
scriptions, that I tell my friends that I am 
deeply afflicted — ^always sad, and at times 
overwhelmed with great gushes of grief. — 
I do not plead, brethren, for the continuance 
of your sympathy on the ground that I and 
my partner in sorrow are pre-eminent in 
our sufferings. There are widows among us 
who have been bereaved of only sons, their 
only children, too, who were at once the 
admired of their hearts and their stay for 
their bread. We dare not compare our cause 
for sorrow with desolation like that. But 
excepting such extreme cases, we claim 
sympathy for being as deeply distressed as 
any two of you can be who mourn the be- 
reavement of an only son and child. In our 
peculiar circumstances of retirement in the 
country, he was our only intimate companion 
— ^latterly, notwithstanding his youth, an 
adequate companion, from his advanced in- 
telligence and sagacity. And in respect of 
disposition and manners, how respectful he 
was, how deferential, how serviceable, how 
gentle, how cheerful — diffusing cheerfulness, 
except when any ailment on our part might 
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14 PASTORAL 

ving, yearning vacuity of heart it is! We 
are sorely "cast down," yea, dashed down; 
we are only "not destroyed." For he was 
not a god to us; so that all happiness should 
fly away with him. With jealousy we have 
searched ourselves, and do not see that 
we had been making an idol of him. We 
delighted in him, as we were entitled to do, 
yea, as was our duty, as being a gift of God. 
And our principal hope, we can conscien- 
tiously say, was that he would be useful to 
the Church and the world. But a sentiment 
of parental pride we are not conscious of 
having ever cherished. 

I now proceed to give you some account 
of the manner in which our hearts are sus- 
tained under this heavy load of sorrow. 
First, then, we have the clearest certainty 
that he is saved. We do not found this 
certainty on his being irresponsible, nor 
even on Christ's declarations in favour of 
children. Our William was more a man 
than a child. Though he had not completed 
the eleventh year of age, he was indoctrin- 
ated in scriptural truth more extensively 
and accurately than the greater part of the 
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16 PASTORAL 

months ago he went to a public school, we 
feared that the moral sensibilities of his 
home culture might sustain some induration. 
The reverse was the result: the seeing or 
hearing of anything mean, selfish, or impure, 
through the revulsion of feeling which it 
occasioned him, made him more studious 
than ever of propriety in his own conduct. 
All this, and more of the same nature, may 
be ascribed partly to natural temperament 
and human training; but his uniform rever- 
ence of divine things, his faithful observance 
of prayer, his unwearying delight in the 
doctrinal hour's instruction of the Sabbath 
evening, and especially in the subsequent 
half-hour's, sometimes whole hour's, more 
spiritual exercise, away up stairs in his 
mother's bedroom; when even on the last 
occasion of it, when his mortal disease was 
already at work, he would not allow his 
headache to be made an apology for not 
taking his turn in prayer: — these and many 
things similar, give the best reasons for 
concluding that his high morality partook of 
the sanctification of the Spirit of Promise. 
As for death-bed evidence, what could anv 
one expect from a death-bed like his ? Had 
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mother farewell, " I am sorry, sorry for you, 
mamma/' be said, and then with great im- 
portunacy he exclaimed, " Lord Jesus, have 
mercy on me, and spare me to mamma, and 
make me good." Not long after the farewell 
scene, he sunk into the comatose state of 
insensibility, out of which there were for 
the first day only a few momentary glimpses 
of consciousness, then he gradually declined, 
till he gently expired. His mother and his 
nurse have recorded a few of his more inter- 
esting sayings and expressions.* But our 
jissurance of his salvation rests but little on 
such evidence : it rests on the whole course 
of his life. If we are not permitted, without 
the misgiving of a doubt, to trust that his 
emancipated spirit has ascended to repose in 
peace and security, in the keeping of that 
Jesus whose name he cherished with affec- 
tion, till the day of the manifestation of the 
sons of God — of whose salvation shall we be 
certain ? I know not the other, either old or 
young. 

But, secondly, still in reference to the 
interests of our child, we are not only per- 
suaded that he is saved, but our judgments 

* See Appended Notes at page 29. 
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sufficiency, and sceptical questionings, and 
envious competitions, and a host of other 
evil influences, and could not have escaped 
being soiled at least by the conflict, for a 
time. He might have become less amiable 
and admirable in our eyes — ^not so satisfac- 
tory : but especially not so well qualified in 
the estimation of Christ for a throne in His 
kingdom. But he has been taken away in a 
state in which he will ever continue to us 
an object of the sweetest memories, till we 
see him in his glory; and has been secured 
by the Lord as valuable for His govern- 
ment; with his large intellectual capacity 
and truly princely generosity, with but little 
tarnishing of his spirit by the corruptions 
of the world and the flesh. All is well for 
our child. 

Thirdly, in regard to our own interests, 
we are convinced in our judgments that we 
too have received the treatment which is 
best for us, in consistency with our child's 
advantage. For we are persuaded that the 
first and principal design of the Lord in the 
dispensation was the securing of him. We 
cannot conceive that any disciplinary end 
for our improvement, when so little good 
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gated. We are therefore deeply humbled, 
and pray for grace to improve by our auc- 
tions; so that when we meet with him and 
tell him how his death proved a quickening 
of life to us, it will be an additional reason 
for animating him with grateful zeal in his 
work in the kingdom. 

I now turn, shortly to admonish you, 
brother and sister parents, who have chil- 
dren under your charge. Oh spare no pains 
nor labour in their pious training; so that 
should any of them die soon, you may not, 
in addition to all this soreness of lacerated 
natural affection, suffer the anguish of the 
fear that they may have perished for ever ; 
but rather have the wounds soothed by the 
persuasion that they are safe, and reserved 
for you as a portion, of which, amid all other 
losses, you cannot be despoiled, to be restored 
to you, with augmented beauty and loveli- 
ness, provided you keep faithful. Nor is this 
all. These eight years and more of the 
eleven of our boy's life, we have been sedu- 
lously engaged in his education, intellec- 
tually, morally, and spiritually. Except 
for the consideration that he has been saved 
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our consolation, through making you faith- 
ful and successful in the training of your 
children for Himself, so that you may have 
hope in their death, and afterwards the 
enjoyment of them in eternity! 

I conclude with admonishing these un- 
happy young ones among us who may be 
living in a state of carelessness about every- 
thing divine and heavenly — prayerless, or 
grudging the enforced form of prayer, and 
feeling all religion to be a wearisome task. 
What if you die soon, like our William, who 
not long since was as lively and promising 
as any of you ? Among all other evils, ah ! 
what misery you are preparing for your poor 
fathers and mothers, if they have any sense 
of religion themselves ! They will be grieved 
for the loss of your companionship ; but that 
will be nothing compared with their anguish 
caused by the fear that your souls may have 
perished, since you were so ungodly and 
Christless. Instead of cherishing the remem- 
brance of you, they will try to forget you. 
But the fear will haunt them like a spectre, 
freezing their hearts, and making them wish 
you had never been bom to them. I am only 
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and bad names are the manliness which 
Satan inspires; whereas, our boy was trained 
by the Prince of Peace for a princedom in his 
kingdom when He returns to reign, and his 
saints with Him. Even so. Lord Jesus ! Come 
quickly with them ! 

Brethren of the church, in bidding you 
adieu on the present occasion, I again thank 
you for your sympathy, and beseech its 
continuance. I cannot promise you much in 
return. The church profited greatly, because 
I profited, by the first visit Death made to 
my house in the year 1835, bereaving us of 
David, five and a half years old, of as great 
promise as William Willie was at that 
age. Our church is at this day stronger 
and more spiritual by that death. It opened 
up a fountain of blessing. Much of such 
profiting is not to be expected from the 
present ; but a little may accrue. May our 
beloved friend, on whom the duties of your 
pastoral superintendence have been mainly 
devolved, be increasingly cultivated in spirit 
for his public work, by exercise at home on 
the hearts of a living family, without being 
subjected to the refining as in a furnace. 
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I remain, 

Yours affectionately, 
WILLIAM ANDE 



TJddingston, Glasgow, 
25«A July, 1868. 
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secular and sacred. But there occurred then 
a particular incident on which we reflect 
with much satisfaction as indicating how his 
mind was being prepared. His mother had 
read to him Mrs. Winslow's account of the 
conversion of a daughter, and added a few 
remarks expressing her trust that he had 
given, himself to Christ— a subject of frequent 
exhortation with her — and to which he 
replied, he thought he had. A short time 
afterwards she heard him sobbing, and 
anxiously hastened to his bed-side to ask the 
reason. What was very uncommon for him, 
it required a repetition of the question to 
obtain a reply from him: it was that he felt 
so sorry about his sinful heart. Of course a 
good use was made of such an answer. But 
it is the tears and the answer itself which 
at present interest us. Nor were they in any 
way coerced, so to speak, by the fear of death: 
for at that time he was hopefully convalescent. 
Towards the beginning of May he was able 
to leave his sick room, and soon after to walk 
out, and he gained strength very gratifying- 
ly, till at the beginning of June we went to 
Moffat for a change of air. After being there 
eight or ten days he complained occasionally 
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"and Jairus's daughter; and He can make me 
better too." And then he exclaimed, "Lord 
Jesus, help me, and pardon my sins, and 
make me good" then fell back on his pillow. 
For the three days of tribulation that 
exclamation was repeated times innumerable. 
It was the most his agony would permit. It 
varied from help one, to bless me, or have 
mercy on me; but make me good remained 
unalterable. He had latterly learned in his 
prayers to say sanctify me, or wAtJce Tne holy; 
but in his great exigence the form which 
he had been taught in infancy asserted its 
superiority. We could not also help remark- 
ing that when he prayed so imploringly for 
help, he never subjoined, as if conditionally, 
and I luill be good; but absolutely Tnake me 
good. During the intermissions his mother 
and nurse took opportunities to whisper into 
his ear the commencement of favourite hymns 
and passages of Scripture — such as, " I lay my 
sins on Jesus;" " Eock of Ages, cleft for me;" 
"What are 'these which are arrayed in white 
robes? and whence came they?" — when he 
would catch up the strain and proceed in it 
with his usual accuracy of expression, and 
emphasis, often to be inteniipted by a 
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I was called into the room. From his appear- 
ance I was convinced the comatose state was 
near, and resolved on having such a Farewell, 
so long as he was conscious, as would be pro- 
fitable to him, and gratifying on reflection to 
ourselves. I had felt, and feel now, the want 
of this in other cases of bereavement. Be- 
sides, I had been told of that expression. Will 
Christ receive me? and was anxious that any 
doubting which might remain should be 
removed. So soon then as he came out of 
the doze, " Willie," I said, " I thought you 
would have been a minister, but Christ has 
something better for you, and is taking you 
away from all evil to Himself How can 
you doubt the love of your brother, Jesus ? 
How joyfully He will welcome and receive 
you! And when you see Him as He is, in 
His glory, I am sure you will cry out. Worthy 
is the Lamb ! WiU you not ?" With all the 
energy left him he said, "Yes." I proceeded, 
"You will be first there; but we will all soon 
follow, and what a happy meeting it will be?" 
"Yes," he said, with peculiar sweetness 
of expression. "Well," I said, I think we 
should all take the Farewell kiss, till we meet 
in heaven." I stooped over him. He put his 
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strain, repeated the verse to the end, and 
lay down quite composed. But shortly after 
he suddenly sat up, and looking upwards, 
without rapturous excitement, but with an 
expression of the most perfect pleasedness, 
said, "I see Him — ^yes, I see Him — He is 
coming." He gazed for a few moments: 
shut his eyes, and fell back on his pillow, 
insensible. 

It is like coming down from the mount to 
record what remains. A considerable time 
afterwards, when he awoke out of the stupor, 
among other tender things his mother said 
to him, "Willie, I am very sorry when I think 
of some words too cross which I at times 
hastily hurt your kind heart with." "O dear 
mamma," he said, " don't ciy for that; it was 
all to do me good : you have been a kind, 
kind mamma to me." I was moved to take 
my part in these last endearments. "Willie," 
I said, " you have ever been a good child to 
me : you have made my life very happy, and 
when we are about to part for a time, I 
thank you, dear Willie." He smiled, for the 
first time since his tribulation, and for the 
last time on this earth. Notwithstanding 
thie womness of his features, I knew well the 
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of a feature or a ghastly look. With occa- 
sional brief spasms of the heaving of the 
chest, life gradually ebbed, till he gave up 
the ghost with a soft moan. "Lord Jesus !" 
I exclaimed, " receive his spirit 1" And there 
lay breathless, and motionless, sightless and 
speechless, with features fixed and expres- 
sionless, and so pale, our erewhile winsome, 
blithesome Willie ; clever, gentle, manly 
WUlie. But the placidness now of that 
lately anguished countenance, we interpreted 
as an emblem of the Rest into which his 
soul had entered. And though we could 
not recognise in him our lately bright boy — 
for these few days' dreadful tribulation had 
made him look old, yet there was nothing 
haggard in his aspect, but an increase of 
dignity, helping us more easily to anticipate 
our meeting with him in a state of manhood 
in the kingdom. For there will be no child- 
hood there. The promise is, that which " is 
sown in weakness," shall be "raised in 
power." 

Another note will complete the story. 
His body was buried, July 13th, in the 
Glasgow Necropolis, near Knox's Monu- 
Tnent, whose memory he was taught to 
a—W. A. 
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ner in life, have met with a sad trial. One 
has been taken from them, in whom, as a 
common link of sympathy, their aflfections 
and interests peculiarly centred. For eleven 
years he has been a joy and comfort to them. 
And no wonder. It was impossible to know 
the child without loving him. He was pecu- 
liarly engaging and amiable; quick in appre- 
hension, without forwardness ; intelligent 
beyond his years, without conceit; gentle in 
spirit, without weakness — he was everything 
that parents could wish in one so dearly 
related to them. We all know what a light 
he has been to their home, and what pleasant 
companionship and sweet intercourse they 
found in him. In God's adorable providence 
he has been taken from them; and as it 
is God's will, it should be ours also. All, 
however, has not been taken. The voice 
is silent. The companionship is gone. But 
many precious reminiscences and sacred 
memories linger behind, which the mind will 
eagerly treasure up, and on which it will 
delight to dwell; and precious, beyond 
anything beside, there is the assurance of 
his happiness, where suffering is unknown." 
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bodied spirit; nor do the Scriptures afiford 
Keason much aid in the contemplation. 
They assure us, however, of enough to dis- 
miss or prevent all anxiety about such of 
our friends as have died in the faith. They 
represent them as having fallen asleep in 
Christ (1 Cor. xv. 18); as having entered 
into a state of rest (Rev. xiv. 13); as being 
present with the Lord (2 Cor. v. 8) — kept 
by Him free from all sin and sorrow, to be 
produced by Him on the day of ResuiTec- 
tion, and invested with the full gloiy of his 
Salvation. (Colos. iii. 4.) To think of 
them as being already as glorious as they 
shall ever be is an unscriptural imagination. 
"All these," says the apostle, speaking of the 
ancient saints, "having obtained a good 
report through faith, received not the pro- 
mise, God having provided some better 
thing for us, that they without us should 
not be made perfect." (Heb. xi. 39, 40.) It is 
in a bod}'', and not one by one, that the 
saints shall be put in possession of that 
kingdom in which they shall reign: so 
that all preceding generations of the faithful 
are waiting on the present, as they in their 
turn may have to wait on generations which 
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the warmth of his cherishing, and exercising 
a lively faith, obscured and interrupted by 
no cloud of doubt, in expectation of their 
enlargement into the full-orbed glory of the 
Resurrection — ^how is it that the christian 
should ever shed a tear over the decease of 
his christian friend? It must surely be for 
himself he weeps, as left behind without 
sympathy and help to struggle with a world 
of temptation and wretchedness: it cannot 
be for his friend, who has escaped before 
him into the land of safety. 

From what we have just seen it will 
appear, that it is not in every case a su- 
perstitious or unscriptural exercise to pray 
for the dead. Our deceased pious Mends 
cannot, it is true, be more exempt from 
sin and sorrow than they are at present; 
and for any absolution, or deliverance from 
any affliction, we dare not, without being 
guilty of a most impious act, make any 
request: but their glory is not yet per- 
fected; they wait for an enlargement of 
their happiness; they wait for the mani- 
festation of the sons of God, to be made in 
the Resurrection: and shall we hesitate — 
shall we refuse to pray, that that day may 
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that the Lord may come quickly on the 
triumphant expedition, both of claiming the 
members of his mystical body from dust 
and corruption, and saving some of us from 
tasting death at all; for though we groan 
in this tabernacle, being burdened, it is " not 
for that we would be unclothed," but that 
we are "earnestly desiring to be clothed 
upon with our house which is from heaven." 
(2 Cor. V. 2, 4.) 

I freely admit, however, that since the 
people of God rest from trouble, and enter 
on the enjoyment of a measure of happiness, 
at the moment of death, the far more impor- 
tant and interesting question is. Who are 
they that constitute this people of God, and 
enjoy the Rest at present, in assured expecta- 
tion of an approaching enhancement of their 
felicity? 

Let us exercise caution here, brethren, lest 
we violate the sanctity of our religion, "by 
cherishing any hope concerning those ^^Tao, 
having grown up to years of accountability, 
died in their ungodliness, unrepentant and 
unbelieving. It is most true, that we have 
no right to limit the mercy of God; but He 
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threatening, as his word of promise. This 
is a sorrow heavy indeed to be borne, when 
some begin to think of their deceased friends; 
but many must just bear it as the punish- 
ment of their carelessness about the religious 
education and training of their children, and 
their most false delicacy and cruel neglect, 
in respect of the admonition and counsel of 
their friends. — Having with candour review- 
ed the conversation, and conduct, and dying 
testimonies of our neighbours, it is generally 
no difficult task to determine whether we 
should rejoice over them as saved; or endea- 
vour to banish all thoughts of them from our 
minds, except in the way of taking warning 
from their fate, that we ourselves enter the 
strait gate, or keep faithfully by the narrow 
way, and that we watch more circumspectly 
for the religious interests of friends who are 
still within the sphere of our influence. — 
Now observe, brethren, that it is precisely 
those who affect to scorn the bigotry of such 
remarks, that are the most uncharitable and 
dark-minded of all. They who resent the 
expression of our fears when we speak of 
Bums, mock at the expression of our hopes 
when we speak of Cowper; yea feel no satis^ 
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who were rescued in infancy from the 
corrupting power of the world, and safely 
secured for Himself in his heavenly pavilion? 
It is astonishing, on the one hand, that there 
should be found so many who have dark 
misgivings of heart on the subject of the 
salvation of these infants; and, on the other, 
that among those who do not question it, 
so little account should be taken of them 
in estimating the glory of the kingdom — 
despising these little ones, and scarcely 
reckoning them in the number of the Saved: 
whereas it would be a less improper way of 
calculation to say, that the kingdom belongs 
to children, and that the adults who are 
saved are a few who are admitted to a 
share of their inheritance. 

Observe, therefore, in the First place, that, 
with regard to the deceased infant children 
of believers, their salvation, at least, is as 
sure as the salvation of the parents them- 
selves. What was the promise worth, yea, 
what did it mean, if it contained nothing 
for the spirits of his infant offspring, when 
the Lord said to Abraham, the type of all 
believing parents, "I will establish my 
covenant between Me and thee, to be a God 
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did it mean, when "He was much dis- 
pleased" with his disciples, "and said unto 
them. Suffer the little children to come unto 
Me, and forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of God ;" and then " took them up 
in his arms, put his hands on them, and 
blessed them?" K any of these children 
had presently died — and there can be little 
doubt that some of them did die in chil^d- 
hood — how vain it had been for them to 
be blessed by the Redeemer, if there be no 
heavenly inheritance for those who die in 
early years ? 

It is most injurious, however, to the cause 
of infants, to plead it on groimd so low as 
this. Instead of merely vindicating their 
admission, and some consideration for them, 
I regard them as being generally the best 
welcomed spirits which pass into the eternal 
world. The whole of our Lord's treatment 
of them is calculated to produce this im- 
pression. — Besides, contemplating the subject 
m the light of reason — Is not the intellectual 
and moral structure, I ask, of an infant's 
spirit the same as that of a full-grown 
man's? And who shall dispute, that some 
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have our hearts brought back to their infant 
state ? To have them cleansed of these 
pollutions, and divested of these perverse 
habits which we have contracted since we 
were like these children, who were early 
withdrawn from the corrupt influences to 
which we have been exposed ? Accordingly, 
Christ's great lesson for us is. Learn to be 
like a child. — ^And, a third time, if there are 
a few deeds of charity of the performance of 
which we can speak for ourselves, O, is it 
not all more than counterbalanced, when 
these infants can plead in reply, that they 
were guilty of no envious thoughts, no 
bitter or slanderous speeches, no impure im- 
aginations or devices, no fretfulness against 
the Providence of God — of nothing at all 
which can be charged against them as either 
a dereliction or transgression of duty ? Who 
of us shall presume to compare himself with 
an infant, or forbid that its spirit go to the 
Saviour of its pious father, or the Saviour 
of its pious mother ? 

In the Second place, with regard to those 
children dying in infancy who are the off- 
spring of ungodly parents — equally of such 
do I believe, that they shall all be saved; 
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would be fair to represent the Westminster 
Divines as holding this dogma: for though 
they speak of elect infants, they do not 
signify that there are any reprobate; so 
that by a "benign interpretation," as Princi- 
pal Bailie, one of their number, would 
express it, we may infer, that they supposed 
it possible that infant-death visits none but 
such as are elected. In this way no infant 
would perish. — The second degree of gloomy 
doctrine, on the subject, is found among 
those who regard it as being highly probable 
that all who die in infancy shall be saved. 
I weened of myself that I was exceedingly 
liberal when, in my youthful days, I occu- 
pied this ground. But T have long since 
abandoned it. It may suffice for a paragraph 
in the course of conducting a controversy; 
but it will suffice neither for faith, nor 
feeling, nor a regular ministration of the 
gospel. — Observe, that when you proceed no 
further with your opinion than, that it is 
probable all are saved, it implies that you 
regard it possible, that some, at least, if not 
all, may perish. Now, I boldly question if 
any man can love a god of whom he believes, 
that he is of such a character, that he will 
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respect of a matter of such importance as 
hope for the welfare of oflFspring. This is a 
mistake. — There are few points within the 
compass of theology on which my mind has 
arrived at a conclusion so settled as that the 
divine government regards, with special 
favour, the offspring of its loyal subjects, as 
distinguished from the offspring of rebels. 
The principle pervades the Scripture, and 
recommends itself alike as one of equity and 
prudent policy. But when I believe this, 
consistency does not shut me up to the 
opinion, that the distinction is to be made 
by inflicting misery on the latter party. 
My consistency is preserved, if, when I 
believe that the child of the rebel shall be 
admitted into the kingdom, I at the same 
time believe, that the child of the faithful 
shall be advanced to a higher station of 
honour. That, accordingly, is the state of 
my belief. My whole soul revolts from the 
idea of the damnation of the suckling infant 
of the fiercest atheistic father, and the most 
debased drunken mother, or of the child of 
worse parentage still — of him who has done 
the villain's part by his married friend, and 
of her who might as well have poisoned her 
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glory. — Christian brethren, see that you act 
not a treacherous paA, either to yourselves 
or your children, in denying your hearts to 
this noble ambition. There is reason for 
suspecting, that that man is conscious of 
himself being unfaithful, who affects the 
charity of having no desire that his off- 
spring be advanced above the offspring of 
the wicked, in the awarding of the honours 
of the heavenly kingdom. He must be appre- 
hensive, that the distinction would operate 
rather to the prejudice of his own children, 
than the advancement of their glory. 

These explanations* having been made of 

* I refer such as are desirous of seeing an argumenta- 
tive discussion of the subject of the Salvation of all 
dying in infancy, to the Essay of Dr. Russell, of Dundee. 
They will fin4 the obscurity, which the doctrines of 
original sin and election, may occasion their minds, 
when meditating on this subject, satisfactorily removed 
by that valuable work. — When, in one part of his argu- 
ment, the Doctor finds it of importance to prove, that, 
but for the Mediation of Christ, there would have been 
no Resurrection of the body, either for the just or unjust; 
might he not have advanced still further, and main- 
tained, that, but for this Mediation, there never would 
have been any child at all — since the threatened penalty 
would have been immediately executed on Adam; and 
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as the Scriptures design we should, to the 
glorious consummation. 

Our subject now presents itself in a free 
and unencumbered state: — After the Resur- 
rection, in the kingdom of God, shall those 
who have been friends on earth recognise, 
or be discovered to one another, and renew 
their companionship of love ? 

I assume as granted, that the indulgence 
and gratification of the social aiFections, will 
form an element of our future felicity; and 
that this gratification shall be found princi- 
pally in association with those of our own 
species; so that the subject is narrowed to 
the inquiry, Shall our present friends be our 
principal- friends then — making allowance 
for the contracting of new friendships, just 
as at present, but none for similar dissolu- 
tions of those that are old ? In answering 
this question we do not contend that such 
re-union is essential to the happiness of 
immortality. For, alas ! many a mother 
will not find her son there ; and yet the 
Saviour will make her happy; there can 
be no grief in the Paradise of God, no, not 
•even for a perished son ; She could not now 
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cease to be such when we have entered the 
land of perfected virtue — those parents who, 
with care so unwearied and tender, guided 
our youthful steps aside from the snares of 
sin and folly, into those paths of faith and 
well-doing, by following out which we have 
found the inheritance ? Gratitude cease now I 
Why, it is only now that we see the extent 
of our obligations. Ever may we be pro- 
tected from such liberal philosophy as would 
teach, that all such feelings pertain to an 
ephemeral virtue, becoming our present state 
of existence, and necessary to its welfare, but 
to vanish when we have attained to the 
perfection of our natures ! To forget the 
pious friends of our pilgrimage, or refuse to 
show them any preference, would rather 
convict these natures as having suffered a 
lamentable deterioration. 

Accordingly, even those heathen who con- 
templated immortality by the light of reason, 
made intercourse with former friends a prin- 
cipal element of their hope — " O glorious day," 
exclaims Cicero, in the character of the Elder 
Cato, "when I shall escape from all this crowd 
and impurity, and set out for that divine 
assembly and communion of spirits. For I 
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shall set out, not only for those worthies, of 
whom I have formerly spoken, but for my 
own Cato; than whom no one had ever a more 
amiable disposition — whom no one ever ex- 
celled in piety: though I buried whose body 
in the grave, when it would have been more 
natural that he should bury mine ; yet his 
spirit did not abandon me, but looked back 
on me affectionately, as it departed for those 
regions where it perceived I myself would 
soon arrive. That affliction I appeared to 
sustain with fortitude; yet it was not through 
any natural strength of mind, but because I 
consoled myself with the reflection, that the 
interval would not be long betwixt his 
departure and mine."* — Such views of the 

* De Senectute xxiii. These are remarkable senti- 
ments for a heathen, who lived about fifty years 
before Christ. And yet, that justice may be done the 
Gk)Bpel, in vindicating the need of its revelation, not only 
for showing the way by which the land of Immortal 
happiness may be reached, but for assuring men that 
there is such a land in existence — it is necessary that I 
proceed with the quotation. "If I err," continued the 
■age, "in believing the souls of men to be immortal, I err 
willingly : nor do I wish that an error, in which I find 
80 much comfort, should be wrested from me, so long as 
I live. And if, when I die, I shall lose all feeling, as 



66 RE-UNION OF CHRISTIAN FRIENDS 

nature of Immortal happiness are amply 
confirmed by the representations of the 
Scripture. — As a general principle, amid our 
perplexities occasioned by the mysterious 
course which the Providence of God frequent- 
ly takes, we are referred for satisfaction to 
the manner in which He shall justify his 
procedure in Eternity. Now this necessarily 
implies, that, in a multitude of instances, 
certain individuals be pointed out to us. For 
example, it would not be suflBcient, that we 
should see two men, one of whom received 
a crown of peculiar glory, when there was 
pronounced on the other a doom of peculiar 
wrath; in order to our magnifying of the 

certain small [minuti] philosophers declare, I need not 
fear that these philosophers, having died themselves, 
will scoff at my mistake." These are evidently the 
sentiments of Cicero himself: and who was this Cicero? 
Let learned and unlearned ponder it, that they may 
better appreciate that Gospel which has brought Life 
and Immortality to light. In the senate, in the foraiH} 
and at the bar, his superior has not arisen in any country, 
even to this day : but, what is more to the point, he was 
the most accomplished of heathen theologians. And 
yet. Reason established for him no certainty on that 
rudimental element of religion, the Immortality of the 
Soul; but left him, notwithstanding all his love of it, 
to speak of it as being possibly only a pleasant error ! 



IN TI 

divine ju8tic< 
be told, that 
other his m 
occasion the 1 
were unmasl 
whom he dec 
suspected, or 
hy name in 
wronged hin 
praying, and 
secret," but i 
" openly." 

Besides th( 
a number of s 
recognition s 
course for wh 
of Transfigu] 
was made in i 
dom, the disc 
Moses and 
Apostle Paul 
would receive 
by his instru] 
ing" attheco: 
implies, that 
one another i 



68 RE-UNION OF CHRISTIAN FRIENDS 

The passage quoted at the commencement of 
this discourse appears to be insufficiently 
interpreted, when it is understood as con- 
taining merely a remonstrance against any 
fear, on the part of the saints at Thessalonica, 
that their deceased friends had perished ; the 
full meaning of it is, that they were to be- 
ware of sorrowing as if those friends were for 
ever lost to them, which virtually they would 
have been, if saints who have been mutual 
friends on earth shall be unable to distinguish 
one another in the host of the Redeemed. 
Even the rigid Dr. Macknight takes this 
view of the passage. And another, who 
is as little liable to the imputation of fanci- 
fulness. Dr. Paley, remarks on the parallel 
passage, Colos. i. 28, — " By this I understand 
St. Paul to express his hope and prayer, that, 
at the general judgment of the world, he 
might present the fruits of Ms ministry, the 
converts whom he had made to his faith 
and religion, and might present them perfect 
in every good work; and if this be rightly 
interpreted, then it affords a manifest and 
necessary inference, that the saints in a future 
life will meet and be known again to each 
other; for how, without knowing bis con- 
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of this sometimes happens in cases of re- 
union after separation on this earth ; but in 
most instances it is the melancholy reverse. 
How frequently is not such a scene as the 
following realised: A young man leaves the 
paternal roof to push his fortune in a distant 
land ; whatever communications may be made 
to him, home remains to a great extent 
pictured in his mind, in the condition in 
which he left it, with his manly father in 
the vigour of life going out and coming in, 
the admiration and confidence of every heart. 
After his thirty years of toil under Indian 
suns, he hastens back with his gains; as he 
approaches home, it is the father of his 
boyhood who occupies his imagination. Ah 
me ! when he enters and sees the shrivelled 
old man, gazing in his dotage! 

When together we live, and together decay, 
The change is less painful to view; 

But oh! it is mournful to meet, and to say — 
Was it thou whom I last bade adieu? 

How different in character will be the meet- 
ing after the Resurrection ! when that grave, 
feared as a destroyer, shall be demonstrated, 
as made of Christ, the regenerator of our 
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probably be a busy day for those good 
angek who ministered to us on eaHh, 
finding us out for one another, and intro- 
ducing us. Remembering how they had 
seen us grieve for one another, how sympa- 
thetically they will enjoy the scene, as we 
stand amazed for a while at one another's 
glory before we embrace! 

And yet, it is but a small thing for the 
mercy of the Redeemer to bestow such bles- 
sings as these. Our prospects are greatly 
more glorious. — With all our candour, and 
all our partiality, who of our christian 
friends satisfies us in his graces — ^in his 
temper, his afiection, his zeal, and his well- 
doing? And can there be any of us so 
foolish as to imagine, that he has any friend 
who is entirely satisfied with him? We 
are all, in secret, at least, lamenting, and 
complaining of, one another's moral imper- 
fections. In more ofiensive respects than 
one, each of us feels towards his most 
admired friend. What a pity for him ! And 
a characteristic of the sweetest friendships 
which are found on earth, is forbearance 
with one another's faults. How cold it 
makes one to think of it! But when we 
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best feelings of your hearts, if you will 
patiently endure any man, when, aflFecting 
airs of philosophy, he will begin to say, that 
all this peculiar interest in home is a feature 
of our present infant-like and imperfect 
condition, which will disappear when we 
have attained to the manhood of our nature. 
How abhorrent it is to a well-ordered mind 
to suppose, that there shall ever come a 
time, when a man shall be so divested of 
some of the principal ornaments of earthly 
virtue, that he shall look on the person who, 
in the first scenes of his existence, was his 
father or mother, his brother or sister, his 
spouse or his child, with no feeling warmer 
than that with which he looks on any one 
who was entirely a stranger ! No, brethren, 
the Fifth commandment, with aU the do- 
mestic virtues in its train, shall follow us 
into the kingdom, and continue a part of 
its holy and lovely administration. 

I would willingly indulge my imagination 
here, but must content myself with selecting 
a very few cases for contemplation. How 
many parents there are, who have almost 
entirely forgotten those of their children 
who died in infancy; and who, being in- 
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endears the Redeemer with peculiar attrac- 
tion to a tender heart; and, remember, there 
are no hearts great which are not tender. — 
But I invite meditation especially to the 
meeting with that member of the family 
who was withdrawn from the circle in adult 
years, eager to learn how it afterwards fared 
with' the rest. What a tale of interest the 
widow will have for her husband, when she 
presents him with their children, whom at 
his departure he committed so anxiously to 
her care — all safe through fears, and difficul- 
ties, and dangers ! Will there be many scenes, 
I wonder, of such entire salvation? Ah me! 
for I cannot help an exclamation of wo, even 
when I survey the Paradise of God. I see 
there that, of which I cannot form a full 
comprehension, how it shall not produce 
the most poignant grief and loud-weeping 
lamentation — ^the want of one ! How much 
more, when there will be many there who 
can discover no father, no mother even; 
nor brother, nor even sister ; no, nor spouse, 
nor son, nor daughter either : all whose 
satisfaction, when they reflect on kindred, 
will be, that they themselves were plucked 
as brands from the burning, amid the perish- 
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ing of all their relatives ! Almighty mercy 
alone can provide a cure for such evil. — Part 
of that cure will be found in the fellowship 
of that fritnd to whom you seek for religious 
solace and sympathy which you cannot find 
at home; yea, to defend you from home's 
evil influences, and comfort you amid the 
wrongs which it inflicts. How eagerly such 
a one will be sought out by you in that land 
of Friendship ! And oh ! then will be the time 
for sweet forgivenesses, and explanations of 
mutual misunderstandings, which wiU affect 
with shyness, and coldness, and suspicion, 
and interruption, the dearest friendships 
which this unfriendly world can contract. 

I cannot surely be regarded by any one as 
enlarging illegitimately the scope of discourse, 
when, in endeavouring to communicate some 
conception of our fellowship in the kingdom 
of Inmiortality, with those who were formerly 
our friends, I notice the Patriarchs, the 
Prophets, and Apostles, whose memory is 
inshrined so sacredly in the hearts of all who 
love the Word of God. — Our Primogenitors, 
though the first to sin, were equally, we have 
reason for trusting, the first to believe. With 
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what filial reverence they will be regarded 
as they walk forth amid their redeemed race! 
and with what interest we will listen to their 
account of the original Paradise, of the 
particulars of the Temptation, and of all the 
circumstances of the first revelation of the 
Great Redeemer! — Abel will be there, most 
surely; not in his blood claiming the sympa- 
thy of our tears, but with a crown of peculiar 
splendour, to be hailed with our congratula- 
tions. When the two opposedhosts expected, 
with so much concern, who should gain the 
first spirit as an earnest of future victory, 
Abel decided it for heaven. Loud was the 
shout of angels then; and through all the 
ages of immortality, as the first-fruits of the 
Redeemer's conquest, he will continue an 
object of special interest to the saints. The 
Righteous Abel, will be their title for lus 
Nobility. — Seth and Enoch will supply our 
lack of traditions, and histories, and monu- 
ments of the Ante-diluvian age: and Noah 
will continue an impressive preacher of 
Righteousness; when he details the circum- 
stances of the Deluge, and how securely he 
and his were preserved amid its desolation, 
as a seed for the renewal of our race; and in 
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but it will be an instrument of richer string 
with which he will then lead the choir of the 
Redeemed. — The Voice of one crying through- 
out Paradise! Rejoice, for the kingdom of 
God has come: Its glory shines! And his 
raiment is of fine linen, and his food of the 
Tree of Life. — And we shall sometimes be 
away with our friends to enjoy the eloquence 
of Peter; no longer as on Pentecost-day 
inculcating repentance, but exciting gratitude 
for the abounding felicity: — ^And sometimes 
we shall be away to enjoy the divine philoso- 
phy of Paul, as he discourses on the attributes 
and ways of the Eternal One, who shall never, 
indeed, be fully comprehended, even in that 
land of light; but we shall always be pro- 
gressing in the knowledge of His perfections: 
— ^And not less shall we frequently visit at 
yonder beaming watch-tower, on the highest 
eminence of the new Jerusalem, where sit 
Isaiah, and Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, and 
Daniel, and John, with all the rest of their 
brethren the Prophets, prophesying still, not 
any longer of captivities, and earthquakes, 
and bloody revolutions, and thrones set for 
judgment; but of advancing dispensations of 
glory for the saints. 
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wish is, that death may annihilate you; 
and it was a mere hypocritical affectation of 
feeling, when, for the display of a little 
scholarship, you were lately telling us how 
touchingly Cicero discoursed about the Elder 
Cato's expectation of meeting with his son; 
and how beautifully Socrates, with the 
poison-bowl in his hand, expressed his hope 
of meeting with Homer and Ulysses. Or, is 
it because the prospect of meeting with 
heathens has not the disgust in it for you, 
which is in the prospect of meeting with the 
saints of God ? O, man ! if I could tell you, 
with what feelings of pity and scorn com- 
mingled I regard you ! 

Christian Brethren, having attempted by 
these illustrations to put your reflections in 
a proper train, I must leave you to pursue 
for yourselves the imagination of the felicity 
which we shall enjoy in fellowship with the 
noble company of martyrs — ^with the apos- 
tolic Reformers — ^with the authors of books 
which have edified us — with our missionary 
brethren who have died in savage lands 
when engaged in our work — with their 
converts of whom we have read, and whom 
we know by name, and in whom we feel 
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the interest which parents feel for their 
children — ^with saints whose memoirs have 
made xis familiar with them as if we had 
lived with them — with our fellow church- 
members — with all those fellow-christians 
with whom we personally associate in con- 
tending for the common faith, or with 
whom we correspond, or of whom we hear, 
so that we reckon them among our friends, 
when we are assured that they zealously 
maintain our principles. Face to face we 
shall yet see them all in the kingdom of 
God: and it is perhaps as well, both for 
them and us, that we do not personally 
meet, till our characters be purified and 
perfected. — So extensive, brethren, does the 
heavenly communion grow as we meditate 
on it, that, even though no new friendships 
were contracted, the cultivation and cher- 
ishing of the old might appear sufficient to 
engross all our time for social intercourse; 
when yet, as made filings and Priests to 
God, our other exercises, and duties, and 
enjoyments, shall be so numerous. But, 
independently of many of these duties and 
exercises falling to be socially discharged, 
Eternity is long, and will afford ample 
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scope for every employment, and every 
gratification. 

The illustrations of the discourse have 
been conducted so much in a way of appeals 
to the feelings, and insinuations or express 
inculcations of duty, that less remains to be 
done in the way of what is called iTnprove- 
ment of the subject, than would have been 
otherwise necessary: nevertheless, so fraught 
is it with matter for the regulation of life, 
that it would be unpardonable to conclude 
without a formal deduction of practical 
lessons. These may be arranged as lessons 
of Consolation and Encouragement, and 
lessons of Warning and Admonition. 

I. LESSONS OF CONSOLATION AND ENCOURAGEMENT 

1st. Let Christian parents evince their 
faith by the moderation of their grief for 
the death of their infant children. I in- 
culcate no fantastical state of feeling — ^no 
unmingled joy. There are two parties 
whose advantage the dispensation contem- 
plates — ^yourself and your child. Your own 
advantage may be that of saving you from 
the vexation of that child's wickedness when 
alive, and the anguish of fearing, at his 
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of the reason, at least, wherefore the Lord 
bereaved you of your pleasant child. He 
designs you should feel it sore. Otherwise 
it will not profit you. Weep for yourself, — 
But as you would not increase your sin and 
incur more chastisement, weep not for the 
infant, as if he had sustained any loss. In 
any circumstances, if the world would have 
been no kinder to him than it has been to 
his father or mother, I am sure you will 
admit that he has not lost much, in respect 
of its favours. But generally considered, 
we have reason for fearing, both from the 
warnings of prophecy and the signs of the 
times, that the rising generation will fall 
on more troublous days, than those which 
their fathers have enjoyed. On this view, 
however, I do not dwell. Assuming the 
present course of things as a rule by which 
to judge of the future — what snares and 
pit-falls may have been in your child's path! 
And the fairer he was, the more amiable in 
natural disposition, the brighter his intel- 
lectual promise, may not the dangers have 
been greater; so as to show it richness of 
mercy in God, who foresaw them, to take 
him away from evil to come ? — Or, if you 
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other on which you can converse more 
freely and profitably. 

2d. The case of the death of adult chris- 
tian friends, is to be treated much in the 
same way as the case of the death of children. 
I only remark additionally, that, when your 
family has been prospered, and you say, " if 
my poor husband had lived to see this day, 
what a, happy man he would have been !" it 
is exceediugly faithless and sinful. Not only 
is he happier where he is ; but had he lived, 
both you and he might have been very 
wretched ; for the prosperity to which you 
refer is probably a part of the widow's 
blessing, which, without being a widow, you 
would not have received. Speak no more, 
then, in that regretful way. Here is your 
duty ; Keep the story of prosperity for him, 
when you sit down to converse together on 
the banks of the River of Life, under the 
shade of its Tree. 

3d. Let the parent be comforted who 
laments the deformity of his child. Why 
so anguished when you see the sprightly 
dance of the children of others, and your own 
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daughter sitting solitary and neglected? 
Ejiow you not, that her deformity has saved 
her for you, that you may have her so beauti- 
ful and graceful in the day when that which 
is sown in dishonour shaU be raised in glory? 
And there is your boy too; so dull and far 
behind in scholarship, when on examination- 
day, his cousins axe so admired and honoured 
with gifts. How should this also vex you so 
much, being a believer? I'll tell you what; 
I have an impression that Lazarus, whom 
Jesus loved, was weak in intellect: and think 
you that his Friend will not display him in 
that Day, glorified in mind as well as in 
body, with one of the highest prizes of the 
kingdom! Let your concern be, that your 
child be strong like Lazarus— strong in virtue, 
that is, warm in the love of Christ: this will 
secure your meeting with him glorified like 
Lazarus. Now mocker, beware, lest I speak 
another word to you about your admiration 
of Cicero's Elder and Younger Catos. You 
know yourself, what a pitiful heart you have, 
sighing for annihilation! 

4th. Our subject is rich with matter of 
comfort and encouragement for faithful 
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ministers of the GospeL What hopes have 
the philosophers or statesmen of the world 
comparable with ours, when we expect the 
converts of our ministry as "crowns of rejoic- 
ing?" You whose services are so poorly 
remunerated, labouring in the midst of re- 
spectable poverty, of all kinds of poverty the 
most distressing, let the expectation of Paul's 
hire animate you. And you, aged fathers, 
who perceive that your counsels of wisdom 
and experience are undervalued by a light- 
hearted youth, reflect how much is laid up 
for you in conquests gained among their 
parents. And let all of us who are ready to 
complain, that we are spending our strength 
for nought, reflect, that the case is of such a 
nature, that we see almost all the evil and 
little of the good. Therefore, let us labour in 
faith, and "judge nothing before the time, 
until the Lord come ; and then shall every 
man have praise of God." That which should 
principally concern many of us is the gaining 
of a heart which is ambitious of such a reward 
— of having souls given it for its hire. 
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n. LESSONS OF WARNING AND ADMONmON. 

1st. Let all unbelievers tremble. The same 
arguments which show mutual recognition 
in Eternity to be necessary for the reward of 
the righteous, show it to be necessary for the 
adequate punishment of the wicked. Reflect 
then: — ^What fierce meeting of foes ! Hell in 
perfection ! Yea rather, when every secret 
thing is brought to Hght— when hypocrisy 
is unmasked, when treachery is revealed — 
when those who are at present friends shall 
be detected by one another — what mutual 
contempt and abhorrence ! what hatred and 
revenge ! or, where there is no secret to be 
revealed, what mutual recriminations for 
having brought one another to that place of 
torment ! or, at the very best, what an 
increase of her own misery, when a parent- 
loving but Christ-neglecting daughter sees 
the wo of her father, who yet scorns her 
sympathy ! Yes, that is the very best which 
will be found in those regions of wretched-^ 
ness and despair. 

2d. Let the unbelieving parent be warned 
of the manner in which the salvation of his. 
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dead child increases his guilt in the sight of 
God. First, He gave you his own Son, and 
then rescued yours from your ruinous mis- 
management, and has made him happy with 
Himself. To harden your heart against the 
first display of divine affection, is no doubt 
your principal crime; but it is no slight 
aggravation of it, that you harden it against 
the Saviour of your child. man ! And 
yet, do not miscalculate His mercy : though 
your child is saved, that of the poorest 
believer will be ranked above him, wlien 
their different stations of glory are assigned 
them in the kingdom. How does your 
ambition for your family's honour take the 
thought of that? — But it is evident that the 
subject is one which also demands the serious 
consideration of the wealthy christian, who 
lives at ease, if it do not concern him even 
more; for he will be present to see the prefer- 
ence which is given, above his child, to that 
of his poor but zealous feUow-worshipper.— 
Both the unbeliever and the lukewarm profes- 
sor, will perhaps remonstrate. What is the 
use of thus attempting to distress them before 
their time, since the case is irremediable, 
their children being dead ? Although it were. 
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Gold is only a temporary possession, but a 
christian friend is a treasure for eternity. 
With what interest does not this considera- 
tion invest him ! " I must confess," says 
Baxter, *' as the experience of my own soul, 
that the expectation of loving my friends in 
heaven, principally kindles my love to them 
on earth. If I thought I should never know 
them, and consequently never love them 
after this life is ended, I should in reason 
number them with temporal things, and 
love them as such ; but I now delightfully 
converse with my pious friends, in a firm 
persuasion, that I shall converse with them 
for ever ; and I take comfort in those of them 
who are dead or absent, as believing I shall 
shortly meet them in heaven, and love them 
with a love which shall then be perfected." 
Let us, therefore, cherish the friendship of 
those whom we already possess, defending 
them lest they fall away, bearing with their 
infirmities in prospect of enjoying them in 
their perfection, and helping them to the 
attainment of a higher degree of Christian 
grace here, that they may attain to a high 
degree of glory hereafter. Let us beware, 
lest by our lax example, or want of affec- 



IN THE K 

tionate faithfulne 
evil temper excit 
we "hinder" thei 
so as to diminis 
heavenly crown.— 
education of th< 
cemed about thoj 
may recommend 
concerned especial 
secure for them ' 
God; so that tl 
honour to them ii 
Let relatives eud( 
version of their u 
companionship th 
to escape — not o 
may not be dampe 
may not be squa 
on objects from ^ 
parted for ever, 
ship, so that dea 
but so that it shal 
into the kingdon 
the marring of 
^thout even the 
of a sorrow. — In 
friendships, let ii 



96 KE-UNION OF CHRISTIAN FRIENDS 

and let us beware of bigotry, which may 
not only prevent friendships which would 
be most profitable to us on earth, but de- 
prive us of the honour of the more intimate 
communion with some who shine most 
eminently in the kingdom of the Just. — 
In connection with this, I observe that it is 
the counsel of wisdom that, by reading, we 
make ourselves acquainted with the lives 
and characters of eminent saints, that we 
may be better prepared for their fellow- 
ship. — ^Let youth be admonished in relation 
to their contracting alliance m w/irnxige, 
that they not only give heed to the com- 
mandment of the Lord, (2 Cor. vi. 14,) 
nor leave the escape of such misery, and 
the gain of such happiness, as has been 
referred to in the case of kindred, to the 
peradventure of their being successful in 
their endeavours to convert their spouses 
after marriage — ^but also, that they have a 
respect to possible offspiing. The united 
piety of a father and mother must secure 
a higher exaltation in the kingdom for 
a child, than that which is secured by 
the loyalty of only one of them — ^and 
ihxit, in the circumstances, probably not 
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bed testimonies, these will only prevent 
despair of your condition. Only the remem- % 
brance of a course of well-sustained piety, 
wiU enable your friends to rejoice over 
you, without a doubt of your salvation. 

5th. Let us be prepared to give a satis- 
factory account to our departed friends, of 
our conduct since they left us. In some 
respects this will be an ordeal more difficult 
to pass through than that of the divine judg- 
ment. The Lord will be tender of the repu- 
tation of his saints. But our friends will be 
very minute in their inquiries. Especially 
let the widow, and not less the widower, 
be prepared to satisfy their respective spouses 
about the treatment of their children. What 
kind of a step-father or step-mother was 
permitted to interfere with them, will, I 
assure you, be a special inquiry. A stricter 
one, perhaps, wiU be, at the oldest son. How 
he acted his part by his mother, and his 
sisters, and his younger brothers. And I am 
confident that some old ministers will deal 
sharply, in the kingdom of Love though it 
be, with their less faithful successors, for the 
insufficient manner in which they fed and 
guided their beloved ftocka, &c. 
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piety. The psalmist said of God, " There is 
none upon earth that I desire beside Thee," 
speaking, evidently, comparatively. This is 
a subject of familiar illustration. But Asaph 
said something before that, "Whom have I 
in heaven but Thee?" Ah, let the bereaved 
mother be admonished. If the vision of the 
child in heaven be more frequent, and more 
endeared to her heart than the vision of the 
child's Saviour; and much more, if the vision 
of the former so engross her heart as to 
exclude the vision of the latter altogether, 
I must assure her that such heavenly 
mindedness will not promote that re-union 
on which her hope is fixed. Her first object 
of admiring contemplation in heaven mu8t 
be her own Saviour; and her great hope 
must be meeting with Himjsind seeing Him 
as he is, before any mediation on her 
deceased child's state and prospects be of a 
sanctifying character. I would speak tend- 
erly when it is a bereaved mother's heart 
which is being dealt with ; but would it be 
genuine tenderness if it wanted faithfulness? 
Hope first in Christ for yourself, to pardon 
and sanctify you ; and then hope — not for 
yonr child's salvation — whoever and what- 
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ever you are, that is secure — ^but that you 
will enjoy companionship with him in glory. 

Now to the Son of God, who has made 
conquest of the kingdom for us; and who, 
by his Presence and Spirit, unites anil con- 
summates its friendship, be ascribed the 
joyful praise of all the Redeemed Family, to 
the glory of the Everlasting Father! Amen ! 
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Nearly Beady for the Prefls, 

'<GOD HONOUBED AS A YkT^S::^^^ 
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